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Is   it  Worthwhile   to   Practice   Religion? 

By  Elder  Richard  R.  Lyman. 

Religion  Important. 

Baccalaureate  Sermon,  University  of  Utah,  June,  1936. 


It  is  my  purpose  in  the  remarks  I  make 
here  to  endeavour  to  show  that  the  study 
and  practice  of  religion  are  important  ele- 
ments in  the  formation  of  character. 
Now  to  my  subject  : 

The  will  to  doubt,  the  will  to  question, 
the  spirit  of  argument  and  debate  and 
investigation  have  produced  this  age  of 
modern  miracles.  The  will  to  believe, 
the  will  to  rely  on  faith  and  feeling  and 
divine  inspiration  has  given  to  us  our 
great,   yes,   our   immortal   saints.  The 

will  to  believe  is  based  up  on  faith.  Faith 
like  electricity  is  difficult  to  define  but 
like  electricity  faith  has  tremendous 
power.  Some  have  said  that  religion — 
and  all  religion  is  founded  on  faith — is 
the  most  dynamic  force  in  human  life. 
An  Important  Place. 

Faith  in  Divine  Providence  has  in  the 
past  and  it  does  now  hold  an  important 
place  in  the  world.       And  while  wise  ones 


generally  would  not  lessen  it  in  any  man., 
many  would  have  greater  interest  in  and 
more  respect  for  the  faith  of  human 
beings  in  Divine  Providence  if  that  faith 
were  more  productive  of  good  works  than 
it    has    sometimes   been.  I    mean   real 

good  works,  works  of  kindness,  social 
justice,  mercy  and  public  spirit.  It  is 
not  merely  holiday  keeping  nor  sermon 
reading  nor  hearing  nor  performing  of 
church  ceremonies  nor  the  making  of 
long  prayers,  these  prayers  sometimes 
"  filled  with  flatteries  and  compliments, 
despised  even  by  wise  men,  much  less 
capable  of  pleasing  the  Deity,"  (Frank- 
lin)— I  say  it  is  not  this  kind  of  worship 
but  genuine  good  works  that  all  denomi- 
nations are  struggling  to  make  a  funda- 
mental part  of  the  lives  of  all  mankind. 
The  aim  of  the  churches  everywhere  is  to 
produce  faith  in  Divine  Providence.  I 
am  speaking  to  you  in  the  interest  of  that 
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faith,  that  everlasting  truth  that  keeps 
the  world  alive,  that  faith  which  produces 
idealists  who  refuse  to  become  despon- 
dent over  the  economic  disorders  of  the 
world,  for  example.  Above  these  tem- 
porary troubles,  says  Dean  Riever,  is  a 
greater  law  and  a  greater  order.  He 
says  that  unfortunately  we  are  living  in 
an  age  of  riotous  intellect  on  the  one  hand 
and  of  rapidly  disintegrating  faith  on  the 
other.  "  Men,"  he  says,  "  are  trying 
to  find  economic  solutions  to  spiritual 
problems  when  they  should  be  seeking 
spiritual  solutions  for  their  economic 
difficulties." 

Living  Better. 

Shortly  before  the  death  of  Luther 
Burbank  it  was  erroneously  reported 
through  the  press  that  he  thought  there 
is  no  life  beyond  the  grave.  Among  the 
multitude  of  comments  which  this  state- 
ment brought  forth  was  an  editorial  in 
the  Portland  Oregonian  which  said  that 
whether  there  is  life  beyond  the  grave  or 
not,  it  does  not  require  unusual  vision  to 
see  with  clearness  that  those  who  live  as 
if  there  is  a  life  beyond  the  grave  are 
better  fathers  and  better  mothers,  better 
neighbours  and  better  friends,  better  citi- 
zens and  better  public  servants  than  those 
who  live  otherwise.  Faith  in  God  makes 
people  better  and  happier.  Dr.  Little, 
former  president  of  the  University  of 
Michigan,  himself  a  trained  biologist, 
said  that  the  death  of  his  parents  within 
a  few  days  of  each  other  completely 
changed  his  original  cold  and  logical 
basis  indescribably  convincing  and  satis- 
fying him  that  personal  immortality 
exists.  While  such  experiences  are  not 
transferable,  he  said,  they  are  probably 
the  most  comforting,  satisfying  and 
sacred  realizations  that  can  come  to  any 
of  us.  It  is  faith  of  this  cheering,  up- 
lifting, satisfying  character  and  quality 
which  I  say  is  worthwhile  and  which  I 
urge  you  members  of  the  Class  of  1936  to 
cultivate. 

When  we  are  talking  about  faith  and 
religion  we  are  talking  about  the  experi- 
ences of  people  who  have  utilized  in  their 
own  lives  and  in  their  own  behaviour, 
powers  which  within  your  own  selves  you 
possess.  We  are  not  talking  about 
machines ;   we  are  talking  about  people. 


Religion  tY'd  not  invent  the  belief  in  a 
continuance  of  life  after  death.  That 

belief  came  out  of  the  urge  of  life  itself. 
Millions,  yes,  hundreds  of  millions  in  all 
grades  of  life  and  culture  have  believed 
and  even  to-day  believe  that  they  them- 
selves are  immortal.  This  faith  in  im- 
mortality is  due  to  the  belief  that  what 
has  produced  personal  values  in  the  past 
is  still  at  work  and  is  still  producing  per- 
sonal values.  Shailer  Mathews  says  : 
"  This  belief  came  out  in  strange  ways. 
Primitive  man  thought  in  terms  of  soul 
and  spirit  and  dared  to  think  of  per- 
sonality as  something  in  nature  which 
does  not  end  with  death." 

Strength  of  Character. 

Arthur  H.  Compton,  a  scientist,  says 
if  we  were  asked  what  is  the  most  im- 
portant thing  about  a  noble  man,  would 
we  say  that  it  is  the  strength  of  his  body 
or  the  brilliance  of  his  intellect?  We 
would  place  first  and  foremost  .the  beauty 
and  glory  and  strength  of  his  character. 
A  man's  body  is  at  its  prime  before 
middle  life  and  his  intellect  is  probably 
at  its  prime  after  middle  life,  but  it  takes 
a  whole  lifetime  to  build  the  character  of 
a  noble  man.  It  takes  the  exercise  and 
discipline  of  youth  the  struggles  and 
failures  and  successes,  the  pains  and 
pleasures  of  maturity,  and  loneliness  and 
tranquility  of  age — all  of  these  combined 
are  required  to  make  up  that  fire  through 
which  a  man  must  pass  to  bring  out  the 
pure  gold  of  his  soul.  "  Having  been 
thus  perfected,  what  shall  Na-Lure  do 
next?       Annihilate  him?  " 

Again,  Shailer  Mathews  says,  "  We 
hate  to  think  that  those  whom  we  have 
loved,  who  have  actually  been  of  signi- 
ficance in  the  world,  who>  have  risen  above 
the  backward  pull  of  their  animal  inheri- 
tance and  have  gone  on  to  something 
noble   and   pure,    are   finally   going   to   be 

annihilated You   will   never   get 

any  sense  of  immortality  as  long  as  you 
think     of     human     beings     in     terms     of 

machines — mere  mechanisms We 

must  treat  one  another  as  more  than 
machines,  we  must  treat  one  another  as 
though  others  were  like  ourselves,  self- 
directing,  capable  of  choosing  values,  ac- 
knowledging things  like  duty  and  honour 
and  faith. 
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Life  Better  Lived. 

"  Dr.  William  R.  Harper,  president  of 
the  University  of  Chicago,  closed  his  out- 
standing and  extraordinary  career  by 
saying,  '  There  must  be  some  work  for 
me   to   do   over   there.'  His    idea    of 

heaven  was  an  opportunity  to  be  of  ser- 
vice. You  take  your  choice  whether 
you  live  in  a  universe  where  per- 
sonality-evolving forces  still  are  at  work 
or  whether  you  live  in  a  universe  where  all 
you  have  is  chemistry  and  mechanics  and 
mechanisms.  Whether   we   can  prove 

the  doctrine  true  or  false,  faith  teaches 
that  life  can  be  better  lived  on  the  sup- 
position that  the  animal  and  the  mechani- 
cal aspects  of  our  life  are  really  but 
lower  phases  of  what  we  are  all  finally 
to  become." 

Prayer,  a  confession  of  the  soul,  is  a 
fundamental  element  in  the  Christian  re- 
ligion and  it  has  great  psychological 
value.  It  provides  the  opportunity  for 
that  much -needed  self  revelation  which 
relieves  the  soul  of  grievances  and  fears 
and  tends  to  active  reconstruction  and  the 
forming  of  new  resolutions.  Prayer  is  a 
fixed  and  definite  force  which  tends  to 
help  men  and  women  to  make  better  ad- 
justments in  life  and  to  have  more  effec- 
tive personalities.  To  those  who  ate 
citizens  of  our  country  whose  motto  is 
"  In  God  We  Trust,"  it  is  certainly 
appropriate  to  make  an  appeal  in  the  in- 
terests of  prayer  and  of  the  closest  possi- 
ble contact  with  the  Creator  of  the  uni- 
verse. Roger  W.  Babson  says  that  some 
of  the  outstanding  leaders  in  the  business 
affairs  of  our  nation  ridicule  religion. 
These  very  men,  he  adds,  are  indebted  for 
all  that  they  possess  to  the  family  prayers 
which  were  once  held  daily  in  the  homes 
of  their  fathers. 

Makes  Dare. 

In  this  land  where  we  sing,  "  Protect 
us  by  thy  might,  great  God  our  King," 
where  is  there  an  individual  enjoying  the 
protection  of  our  flag  who  dares  to  point 
with  ridicule  at  Washington  on  his  knees 
at  Valley  Forge?  Who  that  is  enjoying 
the  liberty  our  country  guarantees  dares 
point  with  ridicule  at  Benjamin  Franklin 
as  he  stood  in  the  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion and  said;   "  How  has   it  happened, 


sir,  that  we  have  not  hitherto  once 
thought  of  humbly  applying  to  the  Father 
of  light  to  illuminate  our  understanding? 
In  the  beginning  of  our  contest  with 
Great  Britain,  when  we  were  sensible  to 
danger,  we  had  daily  prayer  in  this  very 
room  for  divine  protection.  Our  prayers, 
sir,  were  heard  and  they  were  graciously 

answered Have  we  now  forgotten 

that  powerful  Friend?  Or  do  we  imagine 
that  we  no  longer  need  his  assistance?  I 
have  lived,  sir,  a  long  time ;  and  the 
longer  I  live  the  more  convincing  proofs 
I  see  of  this  truth,  that  God  governs  in 
the  affairs  of  men." 

Who  in  this  land  dares  to  point 
with  ridicule  at  Abraham  Lincoln  when 
he  said  that  our  country  has  had  a  growth 
and  development  the  like  of  which  no 
other  country  has  known  in  all  the  his- 
tory of  the  world,  but  our  difficulty  is 
"  We  have  forgotten  God." 

Difficult  to  Define. 

As  it  is  difficult  to  define  electricity  and 
difficult  to  define  faith  so  it  is  difficult  to 
explain  the  transformation  which  vacci- 
nation or  inoculation  produces.  But  as 
the  effects  of  vaccination  and  of  inocula- 
tion are  readily  observed  so  too  the  effect 
of  faith  in  Divine  Providence,  the  effect 
of  praying,  can  be  seen  and  can  be 
measured. 

Mysterious  Protection. 

From  a  sample  of  the  blood  taken  from 
the  veins  of  any  particular  individual,  no 
chemist  is  able,  nor  is  any  bacteriologist, 
to  determine  whether  or  not  that  indivi- 
dual has  been  vaccinated  or  inoculated. 
Yet  as  vaccination  prevents  small  pox 
and  inoculation  prevents  typhoid,  so  liv- 
ing the  sincere  and  honest,  prayerful  life, 
the  abundant  life,  that  richer,  fuller 
deeper  religious  life  in  some  equally 
mysterious  way  protects  human  beings 
from  wrong-doing. 

Among  the  last  words  spoken  bv  the 
Man  of  Galilee  were  these:  "  Arise  why 
sleep  ye,  pray  and  pray  always  that  ye 
enter  not  into  temptation."  I  refer  to 
this  statement  of  the  Master  since  it  is 
said  that  the  temptations  surrounding  the 
young  folks  of  to-day  are  more  alluring 
than    those   with   which   young   men   and 
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young  women  of  any  oilier  generation 
have  had  to  contend.  And  it  has  been 
wisely  said  also  that  the  stronger  tempta- 
tions become,  the  more  effective  is  the 
part  played  by  the  church,  by  the  teaching 
of  religion  and  by  the  exercising  of  faith 
in  Divine  Providence.  This  being  true 
I  say  that  for  you  members  of  the 
graduating  class  of  1936,  the  study  and 
practice  of  religion  are  not  only  worth- 
while, but  to  you,  will  be  of  the  utmost 
importance. 

A  Profound  Thinker. 

The  instructions  and  teachings  and 
example  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth  are  receiv- 
ing, I  believe,  more  and  more  the  serious 
consideration  of  scholars.  The  findings 
of  psychology  are  serving  to  rediscover 
that  Jesus  is  a  far  more  profound  thinker 
than  are  the  popular  leaders  of  to-day. 
"  He  drove  the  moneychangers  out  of  the 
Temple  but  he  did  not  appropriate  their 
money." 

On  the  moral  side  of  the  Galilean,  says 
Wendlin,  we  have  found  the  most  surpris- 
ing thing  in  all  the  world,  for  when  Christ 
said,  He  that  even  looketh  with  impurity 
of  thought  hath  already  in  his  heart  com- 
mitted one  of  the  two  greatest  sins,  he 
reached  absolute  perfection  ! 

One  naturally  wonders  if  higher  educa- 
tion has  made  on  the  minds  of  college  stu- 
dents a  real  and  lasting  and  genuine 
impression  in  the  form  of  character.  Do 
college  people  display  marked  depth  of 
character  and  ethical  discrimination?  Are 
their  lives  richer  and  happier  than  the 
lives  of  others.  Are  these  college-trained 
folks  among  the  leaders  who  are  making 
the  most  unselfish  contributions  of  money 
and  of  themselves  to  bring  about  social 
justice? 

Speaking  of  the  Man  of  Galilee  and  of 
his  ideas  and  of  his  ideals  and  of  their 
degree  of  perfection  :  When  Dr.  Adolph 
Fink,  Jewish  rabbi  of  Spokane,  Washing- 
ton, closed  one  of  his  addresses  in  the 
summer  session  of  the  University  of  Utah 
in  1933,  he  was  asked  this  question:  "  If 
all  the  people  in  the  world  were  to  live 
in  accordance  with  the  teachings  and 
ideals  and  example  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth, 
would  that  not  solve  all  the  problems  of 
mankind?  " 

The   rabbi   at   once   replied,    "  I    verily 


believe  it  would.  But,"  continued  he, 
and  he  pointed  with  an  intense  gesture 
toward  the  audience  in  front  of  him, 
"  You  have  been  at  it  now  nearly  two 
thousand  years  and  you  haven't  even 
begun  to  live  in  accordance  with  his 
teachings   and   his   ideals." 

Discusses  Book. 

Henry  C.  Link,  doctor  of  philosophy 
and  an  authority  on  the  subject  of 
psychology,  presents  an  interesting  story 
in  the  volume  which  he  calls  '  The 
Return    to    Religion."  He    says    that 

when  he  entered  college  he  belonged  to 
the  Methodist  Church  and  held  to  the 
religious  beliefs  of  that  church.  He  says 
his  training  in  college  left  religion  he 
thought,  without  a  leg  to  stand  on,  that 
the  higher  criticism  made  all  his  previous 
conceptions  of  the  Bible  seem  childlike. 
For  twenty  years  he  scorned  the  church 
and  concluded  that  religion  was  only  a 
refuge  for  those  with  weak  minds.  But 
as  one  of  the  special  advisers  in  New- 
York  City  concerning  the  causes  of  un- 
employment, he  had  to  do  with  73,226 
psychological  tests,  and  one  of  the  most 
important  findings  was  that  the  indivi- 
duals who  believed  in  religion,  those  who 
attended  church  had  significantly  better 
personalities  and  could  make  better  per- 
sonal adjustments  than  could  those  who 
did  not. 

Dr.  Link  says  his  return  to  religion  is 
not  the  fervent  or  emotional  return  of  a 
prodigal  son  nor  is  it  a  highly  intellec- 
tual return.  He  says  his  concept  of  re- 
ligion includes  acts  which  some  religious 
sects  condemn  and  excludes  elements 
which  some  sects  regard  as  essential.  His 
view  is  that  religion  includes  the  belief 
in  God  as  a  Supreme  Being,  the  belief  in 
a  divine  moral  order  expressed  in  the  ten 
commandments  and  in  the  life  of  Christ, 
and  acceptance  of  the  Church  as  the  chief, 
though  imperfect  vehicle  of  religious 
truths,  which  religious  truths  are  greater 
than  science  and  which  have  values  higher 
th:>n  a  reason.  "  Mine,"  he  says,  "  is 
a  re-discovery  of  the  values  in  that  re- 
ligion which  I  had  discarded  in  my  college 
days  as  having  little  or  no  value." 
Privilege  to  Choose. 

The  doctor  and  his  wife,  both  of  whom 
received  Phi  Beta  Kappa  keys,  concluded 
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in  accordance  with  the  so-called  new- 
psychology  of  self-expression,  to  let  their 
children  choose  for  themselves  concern- 
ing- attendance  at  Sunday  School.  Soon, 
however,  these  parents  began  to  wonder 
whether  their  children  would  acquire  the 
same  strong  sense  of  right  and  wrong  as 
if  taught  by  the  old  method  that  certain 
things  are  fundamentally  right  or  wrong 
because  God  and  the  Bible  say  so.  It  is 
certainly  not  so  strong  to  say  that  cer- 
tain acts  are  good  or  bad  because  society 
says  so,  as  it  is  to  have  them  taught  as 
basic  moral  values  of  life  which  will  for- 
ever continue  to  be  fundamental  religious 
elements  upon  which  genuine  happiness 
and  success  depend.  Real  religious  doc- 
trines are  quite  generally  regarded  as 
being  basically  essential  and  permanently 
true.  Dr.  Link  says  the  greatest  and 
most  authentic  text  book  on  personality 
is  still  the  Bible  ;  that  whereas  the  other 
sciences  have  taught  us  that  our  previous 
ideas  and  beliefs  about  nature  were  in 
some  cases  wrong,  psychology  is  proving 
that  many  of  the  ancient  religious  ideas 
and  precepts  about  the  development  of  a 
good  character  and  a  desirable  personality 
are  right,  and  that  there  is  no  rational 
substitute  for  the  supernatural  power 
which  the  unquestioned  belief  in  a  Divine 
Being  and  in  a  Divine  moral  order  con- 
fers. In  this  world  of  change  and  re- 
bellion to  authority,  he  says  "  God  is 
the  only  fixed  point."  The  Sunday  School 
and  the  Church  help  to  inculcate  in  the 
minds  of  the  growing  child  the  basic  con- 
cepts of  right  and  wrong,  of  selfish  and 
of  unselfish  actions. 

"  The  worship  of  God  is  a  duty;  hear- 
ing and  reading  of  sermons  may  be  use- 
ful, but  if  men  rest  in  hearing  and  pray- 
ing, as  too  many  do,  it  is  as  if  a  tree 
should  value  itself  with  being  watered  and 
putting  forth  leaves  though  it  never  pro- 
duced any  fruit."  Real  religion  grounds 
its  belief  on  justice  and  good  will.  This 
conception  is  tremendously  dynamic.  The 
church  is  certainly  the  chief  agency  for 
lifting  social  duty  with  its  self-sacrifice 
from  professional  routine  into  human 
brotherhood.  The  church  seeks  to  make 
men  more  brotherly  by  inculcating  a  faith 
in  the  God  of  love.  Truly  is  it  more 
blessed  to  give  than  to  receive  when  one 


feels    in    his    giving    the    urge    of    divine 
love. 

Careful  observation  will  demonstrate 
that  any  church  is  better  than  no  church 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  Benjamin 
Franklin  very  wisely  says,  "  I  think  vital 
religion  always  suffers  when  orthodoxy  is 
more  regarded  than  virtue  ;  and  the  scrip- 
tures assure  me  that  at  the  last  day  we 
shall  not  be  examined  on  what  we 
thought,  but  what  we  did  ;  and  our  recom- 
mendation will  not  be  that  we  said, 
'  Lord,  Lord!  "  but  that  we  did  good  to 
our  fellowmen. " 

Corrects  Impression. 

The  impression  must  be  corrected  that 
what  is  old  must  be  wrong  and  that  what 
is  new  must  be  right.  The  world  needs 
the  old-fashioned  discipline  of  the  un- 
selfish life.  Nothing  can  give  this 
discipline  better  than  religion.  Christ 
said,  "  I  am  come  that  they  might  have 
life  and  that  they  might  have  it  more 
abundantly."  (John  10  :  10.)  Generally 
the  abundant  life  is  defined  in  terms  of 
dollars  and  things  which  money  will  buy. 
This  is  a  most  disastrous  and  destroying 
ideal.  The  abundant  life  cannot  be  de- 
fined in  terms  of  money.  It  can  be 
defined  only  in  terms  of  habits  which 
mean  character.  It  depends  not  on  what 
we  have  but  on  what  we  do.  It  does  not 
consist  of  what  an  individual  receives  but 
of  what  the  individual  gives  both  in  money 
and  of  himself.  It  does  not  reside  in 
any  easy  life  but  in  a  life  of  intense  and 
unselfish  action.  It  does  not  come  from 
a  costly  education  but  from  personality 
traits,  from  the  extent  to  which  a  person 
is  able  to  convert  his  energies  into  good 
work  habits  and  effective  contact  with  his 
fellowmen. 

Abundant  Life. 

The  more  abundant  life  lies  not  in  the 
American  standard  of  living  or  in  $2,500 
a  year ;  no,  the  abundant  life  lies  in  the 
people  themselves.  Action  is  more  satis- 
fying than  introspection,  physical  exhaus- 
tion sweeter  than  self-indulgence.  Re- 
member, there  is  no  short  cut  to  the  more 
abundant  life.  The  desire  to  get  some- 
thing for  nothing,  contrary  to  the  tran- 
scendent principles  of  religion,  seems  to 
be   the   dominating   social   and    individual 
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motive  to-day.  Parents  arc  really  handi- 
capped by  the  circumstances  of  this 
luxurious  age.  When  the  conveniences 
of  electricity,  modern  plumbing,  auto- 
mobiles and  other  luxuries  were  absent, 
the  development  of  good  working  habits 
artd  outstanding  character  traits  in  young 
folks  was  a  much  simpler  problem. 

In  spite  of  the  great  benefits  which  the 
physical  sciences  have  bestowed  on  man- 
kind— a  long  life,  a  more  comfortable 
life,  a  life  more  free  from  physical  pain 
and  a  life  filled  with  art  infinite  variety  of 
interesting  objects  and  educational  ex- 
periences, there  is  a  question  as  to 
whether  under  these  modern  conditions 
individuals  are  happier,  families  more 
united,  governments  or  political  bodies 
wiser  or  that  nations  are  less  likely  to 
go  to  war. 

Weakening  Character. 

All  the  material  advantages  of  our 
civilization  seems  to  conspire  to  make  our 
lives  easier  but  to  make  our  characters 
weaker.  The  sins  of  the  fathers'  pros- 
perity are  sometimes  visited  upon  the 
children  to  the  third  and  fourth  genera- 
tion. In  the  making  of  character,  those 
who  have  to  struggle  and  toil  often  make 
the  most  outstanding  successes.  Jt  is  the 
creation  of  wealth  and  not  the  mere 
possession  of  wealth  which  lies  at  the 
root  of   happiness. 

And  now  in  conclusion  let  me  say  : 
Members  of  the  class  of  1936,  enter  the 
great  conflict  and  battle  of  life  with  heads 
erect,  faces  forward,  courage  high  and 
confidence  in  yourselves.  Seek  diligently 
and  faithfully  for  truth,  and  if  you  do  you 
will  find,  I  am  sure,  that  it  is  worthwhile 
to  study  and  to  practice  religion.  May 
you  follow  the  example  and  teachings  of 
the  great  Master  who  came  that  you 
and  all  mankind  might  have  life  and 
that  you  might  have  that  life  more 
abundantly.  May  you  all  be  able  to  live 
iii  accordance  with  that  great  fundamental 
teaching  that  it  is  more  blessed  to  give 
than  to  receive.  By  your  unselfish  con- 
duct may  you  deserve  and  may  you  also 
receive  and  enjoy,  I  humbly  pray,  that 
richer,  deeper,  fuller  liie  which  living  in 
accordance  with  the  teachings  of  the  Man 
of  Galilee  will  never  fail  to  bring. 


REFLECTIONS  ON  UTAH. 

Fresh  off  the  press  are  two  publications 
which  portray  a  glimpse  of  present-day 
Utah  and  life  among  the  Latter-day 
Saints  with  the  picturesque  photographs 
and  phrases  of  veteran  journalists  and 
observers.  One  is  Speed  on  Salt,  a  book 
written  by  Captain  George  E.  T.  Eyston 
and  W.  F.  Bradley.  The  other  is  a  47- 
page  pictorial  and  feature  article  in  the 
Mav  number  of  the  elite  National  Geo- 
graphic Magazine  by  Leo  A.  Borah. 

Captain  Eyston's  book  (B.  T.  Batsford 
Ltd.,  London)  gives  a  history  of  Utah's 
salt  beds  and  his  experiences  there  inci- 
dent to  his  establishing  the  world's  land 
speed  record  for  24  hours  of  140.52  miles 
per  hour  average.  This  feat  won  for  him 
Britain's  Seagrave  Trophy  for  1935, 
awarded  to  the  Britisher  accomplishing 
the  outstanding  demonstration  of  the 
possibilities  of  transport  in  air,  land  or 
water. 

Some  extracts  from  Captain  Eyston's 
well-illustrated  book,  containing  a  fore- 
word by  Sir   Malcolm   Campbell,   read  : 

On  the  extreme  western  edge  of  the 
state  of  Utah  the  world's  finest  motor 

speedway  has  been  discovered 

Had  it  not  been  for  Jenkins'  runs  of 
1933  and  1934  it  is  very  doubtful  if  Sir 
Malcolm  Campbell  would  have  gone  to 
Utah  in  1935,  and  it  is  certain  that 
John  Cobb  and  ourselves  would  not 
have  crossed  the  Atlantic.  Jenkins  is 
a  rival  against  whom  it  is  a  pleasure  to 
compete  ;  but  he  is  more  than  that — he 
is  the  man  who  made  the  competition 
possible.  .  :  .  The  feature  which  gave 
them  (the  International  Automobile  As- 
sociation) the  greatest  concern  was  that 
one  man  had  driven  throughout  (the  24 
hours).  No  matter  how  enduring  he 
might  be,  no  man,  they  declared,  was 
capable  of  holding  the  wheel  for  24 
consecutive  hours  at  more  than  110 
miles  an  hour.  Had  they  known  that 
Jenkins  was  fifty  years  of  age  and  that 
he  had  never  tasted  wine,  beer,  spirits, 
tea  or  coffee  and  that  he  was  a  total 
stranger  to  tobacco,  their  surprise 
would  have  passed  all  limits.  Ab  Jen- 
kins comes  from  a  hardy  stock.-  His 
parents  were  of  Welsh  origin  and  had 
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travelled  westward  with  that  first  party 
of  Mormon  emigrants  which,  in  the  face 
of  incredible  difficulties  and  at  the  cost 
of  great  physical  suffering,  had  crossed 
the  unexplored  mountains  and  settled 
with    Brig-ham    Young    in    what   is    now 

known  as  Salt  Lake  Valley 

On  leaving  England  our  conceptions 
of  Utah  were  hazy  and  for  the  most 
part  based  on  a  few  outstanding  facts 
of   its    early    history.  Officially,    we 

found  the  two  Chambers  of  Commerce 
devoted  to  our  interests,  an  enthusiastic 
Press  and  among  the  people  a  true 
Western  hospitality  devoid  of  any  os- 
tentation. Although  the  Bonnieville 
Salt  Flats  are  private  property,  the 
owners  gratuitously  placed  them  at 
our  disposal. 

From  the  National  Geographic  Maga- 
zine article  entitled  "  Utah,"  Carved  by 
Wind  and  Waters — The  Beehive  State, 
Settled  Only  89  Years  Ago,  Stands  a 
Monument  to  The  Courage  of  Its 
Founders  ' '  are  taken  these  excerpts  : 

The  pioneers  who  settled  in  Utah 
took  for  their  guidance  a  page  from  the 
manual  of  tireless  Nature.  In  the  in- 
hospitable wastes  of  a  dangerous 
frontier  they  literally  hewed  out  farms 
and  built  cities.  Their  simple  accounts 
of  everyday  struggles  are  heroic  sagas 

of  the  winning  of  the  West 

Neighbourliness  is  the  keynote  in  Utah 
communities.  Everywhere  the  warm  ■ 
handed  friendliness  of  the  people  makes 

the  visitor  feel  at  home When 

drought  casts  its  blight  over  the  land, 
the  farmers  help  one  another,  the 
holders  of  primary  irrigation  rights 
willingly  sacrificing  a  part  of  their  own 
crops  to  release  precious  water  for 
burning    fields    of    their    less    fortunate 

neighbours 

To  Mormon  settlers  Utah  Lake  was 
the  "  Sea  of  Galilee  "  of  their  new 
"  Holy  Land,"  the  river  connecting  it 
with  the  Great  Salt  Lake  was,  and  is, 
a  "  Jordan,"  and  Great  Salt  Lake  was 
the  "  Dead  Sea."  .  .  .  Later  ...  I  went 
to  Temple  Square,  a  walled  part  of  ten 
acres  near  the  centre  of  the  city.  There 
stand  the  stately  Mormon  Temple  and 
the  huge  Tabernacle  amid  beds  of 
flowers  on  gracious,  tree-shaded  lawn. 
....   Radio  listeners  everywhere  are 


familiar  with  the  broadcasts  of  the 
famous  Salt  Lake  Tabernacle  Choir  .  . 
Salt  Lake  citizens  Have  always  been 
lovers  of  music  and  drama.  Soon  after 
the  city  was  founded  they  built  a  com- 
modious theatre  in  which  appeared 
some  of  the  best  known  actors  and 
musicians  of  their  day  .  .  .  Every  rime 
I  visit  Utah,  the  Commonwealth  carved 
by  winds,  waters  and  hard  work,  I 
leave  it  with  reluctance.  Its  scenery 
is  ever  unique,  ever  different;  and  its 
people  are  genuinely  hospitable.  In  a 
radio  address  inviting  his  countrymen 
to  see  Utah,  Secretary  of  War  George 
H.  Dern,  eight  years  Governor  of  the 
State,  expressed  the  spirit  of  his  home 
folk:  "  As  a  non- Mormon  citizen  of 
Utah,  I  am  happy  to  say  that  Mormon 
people  are  kindly,  honest,  warm- 
hearted, industrious,  thrifty  and  pro- 
gressive.  .   .  .   ." 

Forty-three  pictures,  22  of  them  richly 
coloured,  on  Mormon  landmarks  and 
scenery  in  Utah  accompany  the  narrative. 
Yes,  the  world  of  travellers  is  begin- 
ning to  chorus  in  with  Latter-day  Saints 
in  the  spirit  of  that  stirring  melody  by 
the  Welsh  composer,  Elder  Evan 
Stephens. — Utah,    We     Love  Thee  I 

-W.  J.  A. 

□  □ _ 

INASMUCH   AS   YE    DID   IT   NOT. 

"  Verily  I  say  unto  you,  inasmuch  as 
ye  did  it  not  to  one  of  the  least  of  these, 
ye  did  it  not  to  me." — Matthew  25    :  45. 

It  is  a  notable  feature  of  the  Bible  that 
so  many  people  are  condemned  for  not 
speaking,  for  not  acting,  for  doing 
nothing.  It  is  a  remarkable  thing  that 
Jesus  should  have  used  the  words  that 
are  put  upon  His  lips  in  describing  the 
judgment  scene.  Did  you  ever  note  who 
they  are  that  are  on  the  right  hand  and 
who  are  on  the  left?  Those  on  the  right- 
hand  are  they  that  did  something — that 
fed  the  hungry,  gave  a  cup  of  cold  water 
to  the  thirsty,  clothed  the  naked,  visited 
those  that  were  sick  or  in  prison — who 
did  something  for  humanity.  No  other 
action  whatever  is  referred   to. 

Who  are  they  on  the  left  hand?  Not 
criminals,  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the 
word.  Nothing  is  said  about  their  hav- 
ing been  positively  or  overtly  wicked. 
They  are  simply  the  people  who  did  not. 
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They  are  condemned  for  being  nothing  at 
all,   for  doing  nothing  at  all. 

In  the  story  of  the  man  on  the  Jericho 
road  who  was  set  upon  by  thieves,  robbed, 
stripped  of  his  clothing",  wounded,  and  left 
on  the  highway  half  dead,  a  priest  comes 
that  way,  a  Levite  is  pasing  by.  What 
do  they  do?  Nothing.  They  do  not 
rob  him  of  any  last  remnant  of  his  pro- 
perty. They  do  not  strike  him  a  blow, 
commit  any  physical  injury.  They  sim- 
ply pass  by  on  the  other  side  and  leave 
him  there ;  and  yet  no  persons  in  all  the 
Bible  are  more  bitterly  condemned  to-day 
than  these  two. 

We  recall  a  poem  of  Kipling's  called 
"  Tomlinson."  Tomlinson    dies,    and 

goes  into  the  other  world.  They  will 
not  receive  him  there.  He  is  wanted 
nowhere.  Why?  There  is  not  enough 
of  him  either  to  be  saved  or  damned.  He 
has  never  done  anything.  He  is  simply 
a  reflection,  an  echo  of  other  people's 
good  deeds  or  bad.  And  so  he  is  sent 
back  to  his  house  in  London  to  see 
whether  he  can  develop  enough  indivi- 
duality so  that  it  is  worth  while  to  do 
anything  with  him  either  in  a  good  world 
or  a  bad. 

How  much  evil  is  wrought  in  the  world 
concerning  persons,  ideas,  causes,  great 
world  movements,  simply  by  those  who 
keep  still,  who  do  not  speak  in  defence 
of  right  and  justice,  who  are  not 
courageous  enough  to  bear  the  brunt  of 
opposition  and  disfavour.  People  are 
always  willing  to  share  in  the  success  of 
any  movement.  But  if  the  world  is  to 
go  on,  if  right  and  truth  and  love  are 
to  triumph,  somebody  must  be  willing  to 
work,  to  bear  the  burden,  to  join  the 
movement  when  it  is  weak  and  to  help  on 
the  victory. 

The  poet  Lowell  writes  with  inspiring 
spirit  in  one  stanza  of  his  great  poem, 
"  The  Present  Crisis  "  : — 

Then  to  side  with  Truth  is  noble  when 
we  share   her  wretched  crust, 
Ere  her  cause  bring  fame  and  profit,  and 

'tis  prosperous  to  be  just ; 
Then  it  is  the  brave  man  chooses,   while 

the  coward  stands  aside, 
Doubting  in  his  abject  spirit,  till  his  Lord 

is  crucified, 
And  the  multitude  make  virtue  of  the  faith 
they  had  denied." 


The  weakness  of  religion  to-day  is  not 
because  it  has  not  won  its  battle  in  every 
field  of  science  and  history  and  criticism, 
but  because  of  the  thousands  of  people 
who  are  indifferent,  who  do  not  speak, 
who  do  not  act,  who  do  nothing.  The 
one  condemnation  that  tens  of  thousands 
of  people  are  facing  to-day  is,  "  inas- 
much as  ye  did  it  not." — Deseret  News 
Editorial. 


THE  GLORY  OF  MAN. 

By  President  Harold  B.  Lee, 

of  Pioneer  Stake. 

In  a  recent  conversation  with  a  young 
man  of  my  acquaintance,  I  was  greatly 
surprised  at  the  revelations  he  made  to 
me  of  personal  misconduct  leading  to 
serious  vices,  but  I  was  shocked  by  the 
manner  in  which  he  justified  his  conduct. 

To  him,  man  was  but  a  species  of  bio- 
logical animal  with  urges  and  appetites 
that  must  be  satisfied  if  the  individual 
were  to  be  normal  ;  and  he  could  see 
nothing  wrong  in  satisfying  these  urges  if 
society  were  not  harmed  by  his  acts. 

Pondering  the  conclusions  of  that 
young  man  and  after  much  thought  and 
study  of  the  matter,  I  am  convinced  that 
the  most  powerful  factor  in  guiding  an 
individual  to  an  honourable  and  useful  life 
is  an  understanding  of  his  relationship  to 
the  universe  and  the  purpose  of  life ;  and 
that  the  more  lofty  he  conceives  his  pur- 
pose and  destiny  in  life  to  be,  the  more 
noble  will  be  his  conduct. 

Man,  the  greatest  of  all  creations  in  the 
universe,  rises  to  grandeur  in  the  majes- 
tic person  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  the  Son 
of  Man,   the  very  Son  of  God. 

Expression  is  given  to  the  excellence 
of  this  creation  by  the  Psalmist : 

When    I    consider    thy    heavens,    the 

work  of  thy  fingers,  the  moon  and  the 

stars,  which  thou  hast  ordained  ; 

What  is  man,   that  thou  art  mindful 

of  him?  and  the  son  of  man,  that  thou 

visitest  him? 

For  thou  hast  made  him  a  little  lower 

than  the  angels,  and  hast  crowned  him 

with  glory  and  honour. 

Thou    madest    him    to   have   dominion 

over  the  works  of  thy  hands;  thou  hast 

put   all  things  under  his  feet  : 

All    sheep    and    oxen,    yea,    and    the 

beasts  of  the  field  ; 
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The  fowl  of  the  air,  and  the  fish  of  the 
sea,  and  whatsoever  passeth  through 
the  paths  of  the  seas. 

O  Lord  our  Lord,  how  excellent  is 
thy  name  in  all  the  earth  !  (Psalms 
8  ':  3-9.) 

That  similar  grandeur  and  high  privi- 
lege was  possible  of  attainment  by  all 
mankind,  and  that  Jesus,  the  Son  of  God, 
was  kin  to  all  mankind,  is  clearly  taught 
by  the  Apostle  Paul  (see  Hebrews  2  : 
•j   11). 

Though  truly  was  Jesus  the  captain  of 
the  salvation  of  men,  yet  He  learned 
obedience  by  the  things  He  suffered  and 
by  His  course  in  suffering-  to  the  death. 
His  glorious  example  has  pointed  the 
way  by  which  all  sons  of  God  gain  glory 
and  honour.  All  spirits  are  of  one,  even 
of  the  Father  of  the  spirits  of  all  men. 
Jesus  is  our  elder  Brother  and  we  are  His 
brethren. 

What  then  is  the  purpose  of  this 
heavenly  host — sired  by  a  Heavenly 
Father  in  the  premortal  world — taking 
upon  themselves  mortal  bodies  here  in 
mortality  to  experience  pleasure  and 
pain,  joy  and  sorrow,  luxury  and  hard- 
ships? The  Scriptures  answer,  "  To 
bring  to  pass  the  immortality  and  eternal 
life  of  man."  Resurrection  to  immor- 
tality is  a  condition  that  shall  come  to  all 
who  have  lived  upon  the  earth  in  mor- 
tality, saints  as  well  as  sinners;  "  for  as 
in  Adam  all  die  even  so  in  Christ  shall  all 
be  made  alive;  "  but  eternal  life  can  be 
enjoyed  by  only  those  who  put  forth  effort 
to  live  in  accordance  with  God's  plan  of 
redemption. 

Revealed  to  Abraham  was  the  declara- 
tion of  one  like  unto  God  who  said  to 
those  who  were  with  him  in  the  world  of 
spirits  : 

We  will  go  down,  for  there  is  space 
there,  and  we  will  take  of  these 
materials,  and  we  will  make  an  earth 
where  on  these  may  dwell ; 

And  we  will  prove  them  herewith,  to 
see  if  they  will  do  all  things  whatso- 
ever the  Lord  their  God  shall  command 
them  ; 

And  they  who  keep  their  first  estate 

shall  be  added  upon  ; and  they 

who  keep  their  second  estate  shall  have 
glory  added   upon   their  heads  for  ever 


and     ever.        (Pearl     of     Great     Price, 

Abraham  3    :  24-26.) 

Considering  this  revelation  together 
with  the  statement  of  St.  John  (1  :  10) 
that  "  the  world  was  made  by  him  (mean- 
ing the  Christ)  and  that  as  many  as  re- 
ceived him  to  them  gave  the  power  to  be- 
come the  Sons  of  God,"  we  may  correctly 
draw  three  conclusions  : 

First :  That  the  earth  was  made  and 
organized  to  provide  a  place  on  which 
spirits  could  dwell  and  did  not  come  into 
being  just  by  chance. 

Second  :  That  our  second  estate  referred 
to  by  Abraham  and  mortality  upon  this 
earth  are  the  same,  and 

Third :  That  those  who  have  proved 
true  in  the  keeping  of  God's  command- 
ments shall  have  glory  added  upon  their 
heads  forever  and  ever  by  winning  the 
right  to  the  sacred  title,  "  Sons  and 
daughters  "  of  God  in  the  flesh  and  "  for 
which  cause  He  (the  Master)  is  not 
ashamed  to  call  them  brethren." 
(Hebrews  2    :  11.) 

Man  has  been  given  his  free  agency, 
that  he  should  act  for  himself  and  choose 
his  course  according  to  his  own  pleasure. 

Earth-life  witnesses  the  never-ending 
struggle  of  the  force  of  good  and  evil, 
one  striving'  to  entice  to  life  eternal, 
and  the  other  to  condemnation  and  re- 
morse. 

There  are  those  to-day  who  question 
the  existence  of  God,  saying  that  if  there 
were  such  a  Being  and  He  was  truly  con- 
cerned about  His  children,  He  would  not 
permit  them  into  situations  where  sin  and 
crime  are  the  almost  inevitable  result. 

This  condition  of  freedom  to  act  would 
not  be  possible  except  there  were  an 
opposition  in  all  things  even  as  it  was 
from  the  beginning  in  the  Garden  of 
Eden,  "  the  forbidden  fruit  in  opposition 
of  the  Tree  of  Life,  the  one  being  sweet 
and  the  other  bitter."  It  has  seemed 
true  that  since  that  time,  fruits  of  Temp- 
tation's Tree  have  been  sweet  to  the  taste 
and  very  desirable,  while  fruits  from  the 
Tree  of  Life  that  will  bring  eternal  re- 
wards are,  more  often  than  not,  bitter 
and  difficult  of  assimilation. 

A  wise  and  thoughtful  Father  so  loved 
the  world  that  He  gave  His  only  begot- 
ten Son  in  the  flesh  that  whosoever  shall 
believe  in  Him  should  not  perish  but  have 
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everlasting  life.  The  embodiment  of  His 
teachings  to  lead  individuals  to  eternal 
life  is  contained  in  the  Gospel  plan,  the 
first    principles  of   which  arc: 

First  :    Faith    in   the    Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Second  :  Repentance. 

Third:  Baptism  by  immersion  for  the 
remission  of  sins,   and 

Fourth  :  The  laying  on  of  hands  for  the 
gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

As  the  Master  prayed  in  the  Garden  of 
Gethsemane,  He  taught  that  it  was  life 
eternal  to  know  God  and  Jesus  Christ 
whom  He  had  sent ;  and  the  Apostle  John 
declared  that  any  man  who  says  he  knows 
God  and  keeps  not  His  commandments 
"  is  a  liar  and  the  truth  is  not  in  him." 
We  must  conclude  then  that  the  nearer 
we  come  to  living  according  to  all  the 
laws  and  commandments  of  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  as  taught  by  His  Church, 
the  more  sure  we  will  be  of  obtaining 
eternal  life. 

The  Church  was  organized  to  most 
effectivelv  realize  these  purposes  "  to  per- 
fect the  saints,"  through  correct  teach- 
ings and  proper  examples:  "  for  work  in 
the  ministry,"  to  disseminate  truth  in  all 
the  world,  until  we  could  ultimately  ob- 
tain that  fulness  of  truth  and  oneness  of 
purpose  and  unity  of  the  faith  for  which 
Jesus  so  earnestly  prayed. 

I  would  that  all  men  and  women  upon 
the  earth  were  able  to  grasp  the  signifi- 
cance of  the  experiences  of  earth -life  and 
would  thereby  gain  "  a  nobler  estimate  of 
man,"  that  as  God  is,  man  may  become. 

The  great  Master  Teacher  at  the  con- 
clusion of  a  beautiful  sermon  of  admoni- 
tion and  instruction,  closed  with  these 
divine  words  : 

Be  ye  therefore  perfect,  even  as  your 

Father   which    is   in   heaven    is   perfect. 

(Matthew  5    :  48.) 

In  a  modern  revelation  to  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith  that  same  Master  Teacher 
amplified  and  strengthened  that  statement 
in  these  words  : 

That   which   is   of  God   is   light,    and 

he  that  receiveth   light,   and  continueth 

in  God,  receiveth  more  light  ;  and  that 

light    groweth     brighter    and    brighter 

until   the  perfect  day.        (Doctrine  and 

Covenants,  Sec.  50  ':  24.) 

With  this  understanding,   surely  man's 


life  would  be  more  pure  and  rich  than  one 
who  thinks  of  the  purpose  of  life  as 
merely  the  satisfying  of  beastly  passions 
and  appetites.— (Adapted  from  a  radio 
sermon  delivered  over  Station  KSL  in 
Salt  Lake  City.) 

SOUTH    AFRICA   BIDS  YOU 
WELCOME! 

On  Monday,  10th  August,  the  new 
Union-Castle  Athlone  brought  to  these 
shores,  three  more  splendid  young  men 
full  of  enthusiasm  and  determination  to 
bring  joy  to  the  honest  in  heart.  They 
are  Elders  Oren  Claron  Alldredge,  of 
Magna,  Utah,  Wayne  Dean  Taylor,  of 
Provo,  Utah,  and  Joseph  R.  Meservy,  of 
St.  Anthony,  Idaho.  Elder  Alldredge  is 
the  brother  of  our  former  missionary  and 
now  fellow  member,  O.  Layton  Alldredge. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  these  young 
men  are  welcome  as  we  are  all  aware 
how  much  they  are  needed  in  the  ministry 
in  this  land.  They  have  already  caught 
the  spirit  of  the  mission  and  will  be  of 
wonderful  assistance  and  inspiration  in 
the  work.  The  Messenger  speaks  for 
all  of  the  members  and  friends  of  the 
Church  in  the  South  African  Mission  in 
saying,   "  Welcome  and  God  bless  you." 

Elders  Alldredge  and  Taylor  have  been 
assigned  to  the  Cape  District  and  Elder 
Meservy  has  been  assigned  to  the  Port 
Elizabeth    District. — B. 


MR.   W.  T.  SEAGER. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Seager,  of  Glencairn,  Cape, 
died  at  his  home  on  Saturday,  the  25th  of 
July.  Mr.  Seager  has  been  a  friend  of 
the  missionaries  for  more  than  thirty 
years  and  has  always  championed  the 
cause  which  they  represented.  The  latch 
key  has  always  been  on  the  outside  of  his 
home  where  the  missionaries  were  con- 
cerned and  his  jovial  nature  and  generous 
heart  continually  radiated  sunshine  and 
warmth.  We   will   miss   him,    but   the 

memory  of  his  friendship  will  ever  be 
with  us.  CumoraJi's  Southern  Messenger 
voices  the  sentiments  of  all  its  readers 
that  knew  him  in  offering  its  sincere 
sympathy  to  his  widow  and  children,  and 
saying  "  God  bless  his  memory."  Mr. 
Seager  took  life  as  he  found  it,  but  did 
not  leave  it  so. 


Great  great  grandmother  baptized  on  90th  birthday. 


Sister  Cathrine  Smith,  her  daughter,  grand-daughter,  great  grand  son  and  great  great  grand  son. 


Easter  Monday  Picnic,  Durban  Branch. 


Pioneer  Day  Social,  Port  Elizabeth  Branch. 
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Mission   News 

CAPE  DISTRICT. 

Elder     Ray     F.     Marsh,     District     President, 
"  Cumorah,"    Main   Road,   Mowbray. 

Meetings  held  at  above  address,  Sundays, 
10.30  a.m.  and  7.0  p.m.  ;  Mutual,  Tuesdays, 
7.45  p.m.  ;  Relief  Society  and  Priesthood 
Meeting,    Thursdays,    7.45   p.m. 


On  19th  July,  Brother  E.  E.  Seeman 
and  Brother  George  Kehl  were  released 
from  the  Sunday  School  Superintendency, 
as  was  Sister  Agnes  Wilson  as  Secretary. 
To  act  with  Superintendent  T.  Y.  Wilson, 
Brother  Daniel  Cherrett  was  sustained  as 
First  Assistant  and  Sister  Agnes  Wilson 
as  Second  Assistant,  with  Sister  Arline 
Kehl  as  Secretary.  The  splendid  work 
of  the  outgoing  officers  is  deeply  appre- 
ciated, and  a  sincere  wish  is  extended  to 
the  incoming  officers  that  they  may  find 
joy  and  success  in  their  new  endeavours. 

In  honour  of  those  courageous  "  Mor- 
mon "  Pioneers,  four  delightful  socials 
have  been  held.  On  23rd  July,  Sister 
Fourie's  home  was  the  scene  where 
twenty-nine  guests  of  the  Primary  had  a 
very    enjoyable    time.  At    Parow,    8th 

August,  a  jolly  group  honoured  the 
Pioneers  at  the  home  of  Brother  E.  J. 
Jakins.  The  M  . I.A.,  under  the  direction 
of  Elder  Harlan  W.  Clark  entertained 
ninety,    28th   July,    at    "Cumorah."  A 

most  inspiring  programme  was  presented, 
after  which  refreshments  were  served. 
In  Goodwood,  25th  July,  at  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Frank  Smith,  a  most 
delightful  evening  was  spent,  recalling 
the  memories  of  the  covered  wagons. 

Again,  our  Heavenly  Father  has  called 
two   of   His  children   home.  On   25th 

July,  Mr.  W.  T.  Seager,  the  funeral  being 
held   at   Glencairn   on   the    27th.  Mrs. 

Victor  Wehr,  daughter  of  Sister  A.  G. 
Brummer,  of  Moorreesburg,  passed  away 
on  16th  August.  May  the  families  and 
friends  of  these  fine  people  be  comforted 
in  their  bereavement. 

May  the  blessings  of  the  Lord  attend 
Sister  Sundstrom,  of  Van  der  Stel,  that 
she  might  enjoy  a  speedy  recovery  from 
her  illness. 


An  interesting  event  of  27th  July  at 
"  Cumorah  "  was  the  marriage  of 
Brother  Evan  P.  Wright,  who  arrived 
from  Johannesburg  on  22nd  July,  to  Sister 
Jean  Douglass,  who  arrived  from  Salt 
Lake  City  on  the  24th.  The  ceremony  was 
performed  by  President  LeGrand  P. 
Backman.  May  success  and  happiness 
attend   them    always. 

On  18th  July,  Brother  Johannes  Daniel 
de  Bruyn  was  married  to  Martha  Lena 
Lotz.  May  an  abundant  and  successful 
life  be  theirs. 

The  Parow  Branch  feels  keenly  the  loss 
of  Brother  N.  J.  Gouws  as  Branch  Secre- 
tary, who  has  gone  to  Pretoria  where  he 
is  employed. 

Edith  Geneve  de  Bruyn,  new  daughter 
of  Brother  and  Sister  John  de  Bruyn, 
born  23rd  June,  1936,  was  blessed  by 
Brother  E.  J.  Jakins,  19th  July.  Con- 
gratulations,  parents,   and  good   luck. 

In  Sunny  Cove  on  7th  August,  a  most 
delightful  cottage  meeting  was  held  at  the 
home  of  Mrs.  E.  Gatonby.  The  spirit 
of  the  Lord  abounded  at  the  meeting,  and 
all  were  richly  benefited  for  having 
attended. 

Elder  Ray  F.  Marsh,  on  5th  August, 
revealed  the  art  of  Motion  Picture  Make- 
up, in  his  fourth  demonstration  at  the 
Bligh- Holder  school.  A  most  interested 
audience  was  pleased  with  his  demonstra- 
tion. 

A  most  hearty  welcome  is  extended  to 
Elder  Ross  D.  Benson  on  his  return  to 
the  Cape  District  after  his  sojourn  in 
Johannesburg. 

The  annual  meeting  of  Cumorah's 
Baseball  Club  was  held  10th  August  at 
7.0  p.m.  The  regular  business  was  trans- 
acted and  the  following  officers  were 
elected  :  Manager,  President  LeGrand  P. 
Backman;  Captain,  Elder  Win.  A. 
Sorenson ;  Secretary,  Brother  Alvin  F. 
Park.  A  very  sucecessful  season  is  looked 
forward  to. 

Mrs.  Annie  M.  Seager  spent  a  short 
holiday  at  "  Cumorah."  Her  presence 
was  greatly  enjoyed. 

Many  thanks  for  the  invitations  out. 
The  pleasant  evenings  were  greatly  en- 
joyed and  appreciated. 
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TRANSVAAL   DISTRICT. 
District  President:  Elder  Howard  C.  Badger. 

Meetings  held  at  395,  Commissioner  Street, 
Sundays  at  10.30  a.m.  and  7.30  p.m.  ;  M.I. A. 
meeting  held  Tuesday  at  8  p.m.  ;  Relief 
Society  and  Priesthood  meetings  held  on 
Thursday  at  8  p.m.  ;  Primary  on  Wednesday 
at  3  p.m. 

Liahona  Branch,  20.  Petunia  Street, 
Rosettenville :  Sundays  at  10.30  a.m.  and 
7.30  p.m. 

Waterval  Branch,  c/o  J.  P.  Brummer. 
Waterval  Estate:  Sundays  at  10.30  a.m.  and 
COO   p.m. 

Springs  Branch,  "  Castle  Mansions  "  : 
Sundays  at  10.30  a.m.  and  7.30  p.m. 

Ramah  Branch  News. 

A  delightful  entertaining  social  was 
held  at  Ramah  the  evening  of  24th  July, 
honouring   the    Pioneers.  To  help   the 

spirit  of  the  occasion  all  the  attendants 
were  encouraged  to  wear  the  Pioneer 
dress.  The  hall  was  decorated  as  a  Pio- 
neer homestead.  Around  the  room  were 
trees  and  grass,  while  on  the  stage  was  an 
improvised  log  cabin  with  all  the  Pioneer 
fittings.  Several  skits  depicting  memorable 
Church  events  and  episodes  in  the  lives 
of   the  people   were   presented.  In   the 

centre  of  the  floor  was  a  huge  rock  fire- 
place which  threw  off  a  rich  red  glow. 
This  soon  warmed  the  hearts  of  all  the 
80  to  90  present  and  they  all  co-operated 
for  a  real  evening  of  fun.  To  complete 
the  evening  of  singing  and  games  we 
"  topped  "  it  off  with  the  old  "  Virginia 
Reel  "  and  then  made  a  meal  of  the  Old 
Pioneer  Diet — BEANS.  Truly  it  was  a 
history-making  social  and  one  we  can 
all  be  well  proud  of.  Thanks  to  all  who 
helped  make  the  evening  such  a  success. 

Upon  returning  from  their  honeymoon 
trip  through  the  Cape  and  Eastern  Pro- 
vinces, Brother  and  Sister  Evan  P. 
Wright  were  guests  of  honour  at  an 
M.I. A.  party.  Sister  Olga  Hubert  was 
in  charge  of  the  party,  which  consisted  of 
games  and  dancing  at  the  Hall.  Refresh- 
ments were  served  in  cabaret  style  to 
some  80  people,  at  which  time  a  small 
gift  was  presented  to  the  young  couple. 
Responses  followed  from  the  bride  and 
groom.        It   is   just   the   M.I. A.    way   of 


wishing  them  happiness  and  expressing 
appreciation  for  all  their  kindness  and 
assistance. 

The  month  of  July  saw  considerable 
changes  in  the  missionary  force  in  the 
Transvaal.  Elders  Ross  D.  Benson  and 
Lincoln  A.  Daynes  were  transferred  to 
other  districts  to  labour.  Both  have  had 
a  wealth  of  varied  experiences  which 
adequately  equip  them  to  shoulder 
responsibility,  and  both  leave  behind  them 
a  host  of  well-wishing  friends  and  mem- 
bers. Replacing  them  are  Elders  Robert 
R.  Child  and  Frank  W.  Duncan,  fine 
fellows,  and  well  prepared  to  fill  the 
vacancies. 

Two  of  the  finest  discourses  of  the  year 
were  delivered  at  Ramah,  19th  July, 
when  the  Ramah-Liahona  Conjoint  Ser- 
vice was  held.  Elder  Daynes  spoke  on 
"  The  First  Commandment,"  while 
Brother  Evan  Wright's  topic  was'"  Our 
Pioneers."  The  attendance  was  en- 
couraging, and  the  spirit  fitting  for  such 
an  occasion. 

"  FORGOTTEN  EMPIRES  "  was  the 
title  of  the  Lantern  Lecture  held  at 
Ramah  during  the  past  month.  An  appre- 
ciative audience  expressed  their  delight 
and  more  lectures  are  planned  for  the 
near     future.  Likewise,      during      the 

month  several  lectures  were  held  at  the 
homes  of  members  and  friends  of  the 
Church.  Much   has  been  gained  both 

educationally  and  spiritually  from  these 
illustrated  lectures. 

We  extend  a  special  thanks  to  Mr. 
Kirby  for  his  kindnesses  to  the  Elders  and 
his  courtesy  in  allowing  Elders  Badger 
and  Child  the  use  of  his  home  for  a  show- 
ing of  the  lantern  lecture  to  baseball 
friends. 

For  some  months  past  the  Ramah 
Branch  has  been  disorganized.  We  are 
happy  to  state  that  all  the  positions  have 
been  filled  and  that  improvement  has  been 
noted.  Brother   Norman   G.    Muir  has 

been  chosen  Branch  President,  assisted 
by  Brothers  R.  P.  van  Rooyen  and  M. 
Orton  as  counsellors,  and  Sister  Grace 
Millan  as  Branch  Clerk.  All  were  sus- 
tained at  the  evening  service  of  26th  July, 
1936.  With  such  faithful  capable  leader- 
ship we  are  assured  of  an  excellent  direc- 
tion. 
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Liahona  News. 

During  the  past  month  a  lantern  lecture 
was   held   at   the   home   of    Brother   and 

Sister  facob  Schubaeh,  bv  President 
Howard'  C.  Badger  and  Elder  Dee  R. 
Parkinson. 

A  picnic  at  the  Wemmer  pan  on  3rd 
August  was  sponsored  by  the  Sunday 
School.  The  few  present  had  a  splendid 
time. 

Owing"  to  the  changeable  weather  we 
have  been  experiencing,  several  of  the 
Liahona     Saints     have     been     ill.  We 

specially  wish  Bro.  Fred  Ninow's 
children  a  speedy  recovery. 

The  invigorating  spirit  of  Spring, 
now  beginning  to  show  itself  in  the 
blossoms,  is  also  present  in  the  added 
attendance  at  meetings. 

Waterval  News. 

Sister  Catherine  Smith,  mother  of 
Sister  J.  P.  Brummer,  has  been  very  ill 
during  the  past  month.  A  slight  im- 
provement has  recently  been  noted.  All 
her  numerous  friends  are  hoping  and 
praying  for  a   speedy  recovery. 

Conditions  in  the  Branch  are  very  en- 
couraging. Attendance  at  services  are 
most  heartening.  With  the  coming  of 
warmer  weather  we  expect  even  better 
results. 

Pretoria  Branch  News. 

On  21st  July,  Elder  Lincoln  A.  Daynes 
took  his  place  among  the  "  Good  Old 
Elders  "  of  Pretoria,  when  he  left  for 
Pietermaritzburg,  his  new  field  of  labour. 
During  his  labours  here  he  has  won  for 
himself  a  lasting  place  in  the  memories 
of  the  many  friends  and  members.  Our 
prayers  and  best  wishes  accompany  him 
in  his  new  assignment. 

Sunday,  26th  July,  Pretoria  welcomed 
its  new  Elder,  Frank  W.  Duncan,  late  of 
Pietermaritzburg.  He  has  a  fine  spirit, 
and  again  we  extend  best  wishes  and  hope 
he  may  find  happiness  and  do  much  good 
while  labouring  here. 

Sunday  School,  Relief  Society  and 
Priesthood,  and  Primary  have  been 
organized  and  are  all  going  strong. 
Though  the  members  be  few,  the  spirit 
to  do  is  strong,  and  we  are  sure  that 
there  is  growth  and  advancement  for  all 


who  are  willing  to  put  forth  the  neces- 
sary effort.  The  Branch  organization  has 
not  been  completed  as  yet,  but  the  follow- 
ing people  have  been  appointed  to  fill  cer- 
tain of  the  offices  :  Sister  Mabel  M. 
Bryant,  Branch  Secretary  ;  Sister  Susana 
E.  Saunders,  teacher  of  the  Sunday 
School  Primary  class  ;  and  Sister  Florence 
E.    Dieperink,   Primary  teacher. 

The  aims  outlined  for  the  coming 
month  in  the  Pretoria  Branch  arc  : 
C.S.M.  in  the  home  of  every  member, 
every  member  to  have  the  opportunity  of 
taking  part  in  the  various  organizations, 
every  woman  an  active  member  of  the 
Relief  Society  and  every  man  an  active 
member  of  the  Priesthood  classes,  and, 
last  but  not  least,  a  Branch  organization 
that  can  function  permanently  without  the 
aid  of  the  travelling  elders. 

Elders  Duncan  and  Irons  claim  that 
numbered  among  the  members  of  this 
Branch  are  the  best  cooks  in  the  whole 
of  South  Africa,  so  thanks  a  million  to 
Sisters  Lane,  Kunitz,  Saunders,  and 
Kesselaar  for  the  tasty  meals  vou've  given 
us.  Here's  looking  forward  to  more  of 
the  same. 

Springs  Branch  News. 

Members  have  surely  missed  the 
presence  of  the  Elders  in  the  Springs 
Branch,  but  nevertheless  we  have  been 
having   our   regular   meetings. 

On  Sunday,  2nd  of  August,  we  were 
stranded  for  a  meeting  place,  but  Mrs. 
Pretorius,  mother  of  Sister  Sannie  and 
Katie  Pretorius,  was  kind  to  us  and 
allowed  us  to  have  the  meeting  at  her 
home. 

Elder  Badger  and  Elder  Child  have 
been  on  an  unusual  number  of  visits  to 
Springs,  endeavouring  to  find  a  hall. 
Their  efforts  have  not  been  in  vain,  as 
we  are  to  have  the  use  of  a  dancing 
studio,  "  Castle  Mansions."  Come  on, 
Springites,  let  us  get  together  now  and 
put  Springs  Branch  once  again  on  the 
map,  let  us  answer  the  clarion  call  ; 
the  Lord  is  waiting  for  us.  Let  us  not 
be  found  wanting. 

Brother  Reaford  Futter  has  returned 
from  a  month's  holiday  at  East  London, 
looking   fit  and   fine.  Brother  Reaford 

reports  good  work  going  on  in  the  East 
London  Branch. 
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Congratulations  to  Brother  and  Sister 
B.  E.  Phillips  on  the  arrival  of  a  bonny 
son  on  Monday,  3rd  of  August.  May 
the  Lord  bless  them  and  help  them  to 
guide  the  young  "  Mormon  "  boy. 

a   a   

EAST  LONDON. 

Elder  Omer  J.  Smith,  District  President. 

Elder  C.  H.  J ubber,  Branch  President. 

33,  King  Edward's  Road,  Vincent, 

East  London. 

Elder  Omer  J.  Smith  and  John  F. 
Reynolds  report  a  very  interesting  seven 
day  country  trip  visiting  friends  and  mem- 
bers in  Kingwilliamstown,  Queenstown 
and  Molteno.  They  were  accorded  a  warm 
reception  at  all  places  visited.  The  Elders 
found  Brother  and  Sister  Shelver  and 
familv  in  Molteno  well  and  happy  and  the 
stay  with  them  was  very  pleasant. 

Brother  Viljoen,  of  Rhodesia,  is  visit- 
ing with  his  family  in  Queenstown. 

Friends  and  relatives  of  Brother  Rea- 
ford  Futter  enjoyed  his  association  during 
his  holiday  to  East  London.  He  left  for 
his  home  in  Springs  on  the  27th  of  July. 
A  most  delightful  social  was  held  on  the 
24th  of  July.  Members  and  friends  of 
the  Church  commemorating  the  entrance 
of  the  Mormon  Pioneers  into  the  Salt 
Lake  valley  with  a  barbecue  at  Ferndale 
Farm     in     Orange     Grove.  The     pro- 

gramme consisted  of  games,  singing  and 
story  telling  around  the  camp  fire. 
Pioneer  rations  of  bread,  beans,  mealies 
and  barbecued  meat  were  served.  The 
meat  was  prepared  in  pioneer  style  by 
cooking  it  in  a  tin  buried  in  a  pit  filled 
with  hot  rocks. 

Brother  and  Sister  Evan  P.  Wright 
were  ashore  from  the  Edinburgh  Castle 
for  a  short  visit  on  their  trip  up  the  coast. 
We  were  happy  to  see  them. 

□  □  

BLOEMFONTEIN. 

Elder  C.   B.  Spear,   Branch   President, 

183,   Monument   Road,    Bioemfontein. 

During    the    month   of    July,    we   were 

favoured  with  a  visit  from   Sister  Florry 

Greenberg  from  Maseru,  Basutoland,  who 

is    spending    a    month    in    Bioemfontein. 

Sister    May     Greenberg,     of    Ladybrand, 

was  also  a  week-end  visitor.       We  were 

verv   happy   to   have   them   participate   in 


all  of  our  meetings. 

We  invite  all  of  the  members  of  the 
Branch  to  help  us  make  our  meetings  a 
success,  as  the  absence  of  a  few  is  very 
noticeable  in  a  little  branch. 

We  were  honoured  in  having  Mr.  Vic. 
Harker  give  a  paper  on  the  life  and  works 
of  Rudyard  Kipling  at  a  recent  Relief 
Society    meeting.  It    was    very    much 

appreciated. 

B     B    

PORT  ELIZABETH. 
Elder  Wm.  Alton  Sorenson,  District  Presi- 
dent. 
Elder  R.  K.  F.  Doller,  Branch  President, 
Bushy  Park,  23,  Quoit  St.,  Port  Elizabeth. 
Services  held  at  Forresters'  Hall,  Palm 
Street,  Sundays,  10.30  a.m.  and  7  p.m. 

At  a  very  impressive  service  held  in  the 
afternoon  of  Saturday,  24th  July, 
Christiana  Violet  Dore  and  Mary  Magda- 
line  Vermaak  underwent  the  ordinances 
of  baptism  and  confirmation  into  the 
Church.  The  baptismal  ordinances  were 
performed  by  Elders  Jack  H.  Bradshaw 
and  William  A.  Sorenson  respectively, 
while  Sister  Dore  was  confirmed  by  Elder 
Sorenson  and  Sister  Vermaak  was  con- 
firmed by  Elder  Bradshaw.  These  new 
members  were  received  with  much  rejoic- 
ing by  their  fellow  members  and  congrat- 
ulations and  best  wishes  are  extended  to 
them  by  all.  May  they  ever  be  blessed 
with  the  peace  and  happiness  which  is 
theirs  if  they  continue  faithful  in  the 
furtherance  of  God's  work. 

Another  step  forward  in  the  regular 
monthly  progression  of  the  branch  was 
the  completion  of  the  officering  of  the 
Port  Elizabeth  branch  Sunday  School. 
Brother  John  Henry  Everton  was  set 
apart  as  second  counsellor  and  Sister 
Christiana  Rudd  was  set  apart  as  secre- 
tary. Sister  May  F.  Kennelly  was 
released  as  secretary  with  a  hearty  vote 
of  thanks   for  her   long,    faithful   service. 

The  social  calendar  was  also  filled  this 
past  month.  In  memory  of  the  Pioneers, 
who  so  loyally  upheld  the  Church  in  its 
early  days,  a  most  entertaining  social  was 
held  in  the  home  of  our  good  friends, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morris,  at  Sydenham,  on 
the   evening    of    15th    July.  Old    time 

costumes   and  pioneer   fare  added  to  the 
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informality  of  the  evening. 

A  social  ba/aar  was  held  by  the  Sunday 
School  in  the  hall  on  the  evening  Of  Fri- 
day, 31st  July.  As  it  was  a  complete 
sell-out  with  a  good  time  had  by  all,  it 
can  be  classified  as  a  really  outstanding 
success. 

A  trip  was  made  to  Grahamstown  by 
the  Elders  during  the  past  month  to  visit 
the  members  and  friends  in  that  part  of 
the   District. 

The  Elders  were  indeed  privileged  to 
be  honoured  with  a  most  welcome  visit 
from  Brother  Evan  P.  Wright  and  his 
lovely  bride,  on  their  up-coast  trip.  Dur- 
ing their  brief  stay.  Brother  Wright  was 
able  to  visit  many  of  his  old  friends  and 
renew  acquaintances  in  this,  one  of  his 
former  fields  of  labour. 

In  honour  of  Elder  Bradshaw's  birth- 
day on  17th  July,  a  fine  family  social  was 
given  him  by  Mrs.  S.  Lindgren.  It  in- 
cluded a  delicious  cake  with  all  the  trim- 
mings. 

Arrivals  in  town  this  past  month  in- 
clude Sister  Mobbs  and  Sister  Swanepoel. 
They  are  extended  a  hearty  welcome. 

□  a  ■ 

DURBAN,  NATAL  DISTRICT. 
Elder  Julian  R.   Durham,  District  President. 

Meetings     held     at  Perla     Siedle     Studio, 
Buchanan  Building,  West  and  Russel  Streets. 
Sunday  School,   10.30  a.m.     Evening  Service, 
7  pm. 

Wedding  bells!  Brother  O.  Layton 
Alldredge  and  Sister  Hilda  Hubert  were 
married  on  17th  June.  The  Elders,  four 
strong,  were  witnesses.  After  the  wed- 
ding the  newly-weds  entertained  at  a 
lovely  dinner,  a  movie  and  a  social 
evening.  Our   sincere  best  wishes  for 

happiness   and   success. 

THE  Hardware  House 

HAMILTON  &  DUNGAN 
Main  Road         -         -         Mowbray 

Phone    6-1368 


The  26th  of  June  saw  the  grand  open- 
ing of  the  "  Doll  House  "  in  Durban. 
This  venture  of  Wright,  Alldredge  and 
Randall   should  prove  a  real  success. 

Elder  John  M.  Bailey  arrived  in  Dur- 
ban early  in  the  morning  of  21st  June. 
We  had  the  privilege  of  hearing  him 
speak  in  the  evening  service  and  we  then 
said  "  auf  wiedersehen."  May  he  reach 
his  loved  ones  in  Idaho  in  peace  and 
safety. 

Brother  and  Sister  van  Rvneveld,  late 
of  Piquetberg,  Cape,  have  been  with  us 
in  the  Durban  Branch  for  some  time. 
Both  of  these  dear  souls  are  looking  very 
well  and  are  very  happy  in  their  new- 
home. 

Brother  and  Sister  Arthur  Fagan  are 
the  proud  parents  of  a  baby  girl.  The 
mother  and  daughter  are  doing  very 
nicelv.  We  know  this  little  bundle  of 
jov  will  bring  added  happiness  for  the 
whole  family. 

Brother  C.  B.  Spear,  of  Bloemfontein, 
made  a  visit  to  Durban,  renewing  friend- 
ships and  speaking  in  the  evening  service 
on  28th  June. 

It  is  with  a  feeling  of  regret  that  the 
Durban  Branch  says  good-bye  to  Elder 
Robert  Rumel  Child,  who  has  been  trans- 
fered  to  labour  in  the  Transvaal.  Our 
associations  with  him  have  been  truly 
wonderful.  May  the  Lord  bless  him  in 
his  new  field  of  labour  and  may  his 
memories  of  this  Branch  ever  be  pleasant. 
Elder  Child  left  Durban  on  17th  July,  just 
a  day  after  his  successor,  Elder  Brent  M. 
Palmer,  arrived. 

The  Relief  Societv  exhibited  its  initia- 
tive once  more  at  a  very  successful  social 
held  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister 
John  Moore.  A  very  fine  crowd  enjoyed 
the  games,   refreshments  and  association. 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  Elder 
Lincoln  W.  Kener  is  rapidly  convalescing 
from  the  effects  of  an  operation  for 
appendicitis.  He  sincerely  appreciates 

the  faith  and  prayers  in  his  behalf  during 
his  illness. 
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